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Marine legislation
“The EU is a pre-eminent player in sustainable development, adopting more than 200 

pieces of legislation that have direct repercussions for marine environmental policy and 

management. Over five decades, measures have aimed to protect the marine environment 

by tackling the impact of human activities (continuity), but maritime affairs have been 

dealt with by separate sectoral policies without fully integrating all relevant sectors 

(fragmentation). Such compartmentalisation has resulted in a patchwork of EU 

legislation and resultant national legislation leading to a piecemeal approach to marine 

protection (additive). These are superimposed on international obligations emanating 

from UN and other bodies and are presented here as complex ‘horrendograms’ showing 

the complexity across vertical governance. These horrendograms have surprised marine 

experts despite them acknowledging the many uses and users of the marine environment. 

Encouragingly since 2000, the evolution in EU policy has progressed to more holistic 

directives…..”

Boyes & Elliot (2014) Marine Pollution Bulletin 86: 39–47



  

Marine legislation



  

Marine legislation

But how about when we add the multiple players 

involved and law implementing and enforcing 

authorities?

Now, THIS is the real HORROR!!!!

Let’s be realistic and have a closer look ;)  



  

Marine legislation 
“evolution”

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS)

The Law of the Sea Convention defines the rights (incl. borders) 
and responsibilities of nations with respect 

to their use of the world's oceans, establishing guidelines for businesses, 
the environment, and the management of marine natural resources.



  

Marine legislation 
“evolution”

WFD (2000/60/EC)
Adopts a holistic approach

to water environmental
protection and regulation 

Integrated Maritime Policy
“Blue Book”

Calls for integrated maritime
governance, EcAp 

MSFD (2008/56/EC)
Seeks to establish integrated
framework of marine spaces
large eco-regions to achieve

GenS by 2020

MSP  (EC 2014)
Greater coherence, reduce 

over-regulation and administrative
complexity, sustainably manage 

all maritime activities 

Data, Data Observatories 
and Information

the common currency for their
successful implementation 

CONCEPTS???

For an account of the legislation in Greece, see:
https://www.lifewatchgreece.eu/?q=deliverables

(requires registration)

https://www.lifewatchgreece.eu/?q=deliverables


  

Concepts: EcAp, Participatory approach, 
Ecosystem services

Ecosystem Approach (EcAp): A strategy for the integrated management of land, water 

and living resources that promotes conservation and sustainable use in an equitable way

(UNEP EMAP)

Participatory is a quality of an approach to enable and facilitate involvement of the public in the

process of the identifying problems and to secure taking into consideration their opinions when 

deciding on priorities and proposing solutions. 

Functions, and thus inherently also the processes by which they are carried out, are central to the

‘ecosystem services’ which the marine environment provides for its own sustainability and 

human benefits. Successful structure and functioning of the physico-chemical and 

ecological systems can produce ecosystem services: (i) provisioning, (ii) regulating, 

(iii) supporting (or habitat), and (iv) culture and heritage.



  

Concepts: DPSIR Framework



  

Marine legislation – 
framework comparisons



  

Marine legislation - WFD



  

Marine legislation - WFD



  

Marine legislation - MSFD



  

Marine legislation - MSFD



  

https://vimeo.com/219515087

Marine legislation - MSP



  

Marine legislation - MSP



  

Legislation Framework - UK



  

Legislation Framework - 
Greece



  

Examples from ADRIPLAN
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Examples from ADRIPLAN



  

Examples from ADRIPLAN



  

Examples from ADRIPLAN



  

   HCMR experience and expertise in the 
ecosystem approach of MSP

• ADRiatic Ionian maritime spatial PLANning (ADRIPLAN) EC – DG Maritime Affairs and 

Fisheries, 2013 – 2015

• IONian Integrated marine Observatory (ΙΟΝΙΟ)-INTERREG-III, Greece-Italy Spatial 

planning for aquaculture development zones in the Ionian Islands

• Monitoring and Evaluation of Spatially Managed Areas (MESMA) Towards COast to COast 

NETworks of marine protected areas (CoCoNet)Adriatic-Ionian sites

• "Development of a marine protected zone with artificial reefs in Preveza Prefecture (Ionian 

Sea)"

• Study of the Kerkyraikos Bay at aiming the sustainable management of the Fishery 

Resources

• Derelict Fishing Gear Management System in the Adriatic Region (DeFishGear)

• VECTORS: Vectors of Change in Oceans and Seas Marine Life, Impact on Economic 

Sectors / EU FP7 (Oceans of Tomorrow)



  

   Exemplar Research Projects

• Architecture and roadmap to manage multiple pressures on lagoons (ARCH/)

• Technical specifications of Mediterranean trawl gears (MyGears)

• Estimation of maximum net length of trammel nets, gillnets and combined bottom set nets by 

using the volume or the mass of the net (ARCHIMEDES)

• Assessment of the interactions between corals, fish and fisheries, in order to develop 

monitoring and predictive modelling tools for ecosystem based management in the deep 

waters of Europe and beyond (CoralFISH/)

• Management and Monitoring of Deep-sea Fisheries and Stocks (DEEPFISHMAN/)

• Mediterranean Sensitive Habitats (MEDISEH)

• Coralligenous based indicators to evaluate and monitor the «good ecological status» of the 

Mediterranean coastal waters (CIGESMED)

• Rapid assessment of alien marine species in the Albanian and Montenegrin coast 

(ALBAMONTE)



  

   Treaty of Peace with Turkey and other Instruments



  

   Treaty of Peace with Turkey and other Instruments



  

   Treaty of Peace with Turkey and other Instruments



  

   Treaty of Peace with Turkey and other Instruments



  

IPCC Report



  

IPCC Report



  

IPCC Report



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Thank you

www.lifewatchgreece.eu

arvanitidis@hcmr.gr
ceo@lifewatch.eu

http://www.lifewatchgreece.eu/
mailto:arvanitidis@hcmr.gr
mailto:ceo@lifewatch.eu
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